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Couriers take off as delivery option: 
Service uses passengers to carry parcels  
By Jesse Noyes  
Sunday, December 18, 2005  
 

When Chris Caron flies from New Jersey to Ontario, Canada, this 
holiday season, he might carry more than just his luggage.  

    Caron, a 35-year-old Canadian native, volunteered last week to 
deliver a stranger’s package through the Web site 
CasualCourier.com - a service pairing travelers with folks shipping 
goods who don’t want to pay top-dollar.  

    Casual Courier mixes the concepts of eBay and online dating 
services, with a postal twist. Travelers deliver items for customers at 
rates below Federal Express’ and UPS’ typical fees.  

    The sender and delivery person negotiate the fee while the site 
takes a 99 connection fee.  

    “The Web site is basically a matchmaker,” said Jack Jacobs, 
Casual Courier founder and a Jerusalem-based enviromental 
lawyer. “Instead of matching people to go on dates . . . it matches 
people with packages.”  

    Visitors to the site can also find a babysitter for a flight or rent out 
container space.  

    Jacobs said the hand-delivery service is safe since passengers 
are encouraged to check the contents of customers’ packages 
before agreeing to deliver the goods.  

     But some airline industry experts say the risk isn’t worth the 
reward.  

    “I can understand the motivations but it really represents great 
potential danger for the passengers carrying these packages,” said 
David Stempler, president of the Air Travlers Association.  

     Even if travelers examine the packages they might not be 
“knowledgeable about what would be dangerous or what would be 
contraband,” he added.  

    Over 500 users have registered at Casual Courier since it 
launched last month and traffic to the site is picking up in anticipation 
of the holidays, Jacobs said.  

    Some users likely want to earn a little extra money.  
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     But for Caron, it’s just part of the holiday spirit. “It almost seems 
like a humane thing to do - to help someone else out when I’m going 
there anyway,” he said. 
 
Rate this article 2 Low      High

Current Rating:  

Your Rating:  

 E-mail article  View text version  View most popular

Gulf Hurricane Relief 
 

Help Support Health Clinics 
Providing Critical Aid to Evacuees. 

 
www.DirectRelief.org

 Public Service Ads by Google 

Today's most read articles Updated 3:45 PM ET

1. A bullpen boost: Sox, Seanez near deal

2. Sox in infield shift: Refocus on defense should yield results

3. LA story: Nomar is a Dodger: Signs a 1-year deal

4. Pats cash in Bucs, watch stock soar: Look ready for playoffs

5. Offensive behavior is best in attacking mode

Search the site

       

Past 7 days Archives Google 

Enter Keywords all relevance Go!

Order home delivery

Save up to 60% ordering Boston Herald home 
delivery online.   » click here

 

Page 2 of 3BostonHerald.com - Business News: Couriers take off as delivery option: Service uses passengers to carry parcels

7/11/2006mhtml:file://C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Jack%20Jacobs\Desktop\TCC\MARKETING\TCC%20PRESS\BostonHerald.mht



bh.heraldinteractive.com: 0.195092 : Sun, 18 Dec 2005 04:22:37 GMT 

[ contact us ] :: [ print advertising ] :: [ online advertising ] :: [ Herald History ] :: [ News Tips ] :: [ Electronic Edition ] :: [ Browser Upgrade ] 
 

Click here for home delivery  or call 1.800.882.1211 for Back Issues  call 617.619.6523 

© Copyright by the Boston Herald and Herald Media. 
No portion of BostonHerald.com or its content may be reproduced without the owner's written permission. Privacy Commitment 

Enterprise-level broadband service provided by 
Intellispace : Delivering Fast & Dependable 
Communication Solutions

Wireless broadband service 
provided by Towerstream

Page 3 of 3BostonHerald.com - Business News: Couriers take off as delivery option: Service uses passengers to carry parcels

7/11/2006mhtml:file://C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Jack%20Jacobs\Desktop\TCC\MARKETING\TCC%20PRESS\BostonHerald.mht


